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interest between Sir Midas and his myriad employees,
though they all lived in the same town and in the same
country.    The international solidarity of Labour began
to be acknowledged, and soldiers to be regarded not as
defenders  of  the  community,  but  as  defenders of a
privileged class.    The Nation-State was identified with
cruel privilege, and the restoration of Natural Law would
involve its destruction.    It would be ridiculous to claim
that the economic interpretation of history was thought
out by the Syndicalists of the 'thirties with the precision
and the German thoroughness afterwards lavished upon
it by Karl Marx ; but the germ of the idea was in the air
of those tremendous years, and the possessing classes
took every medical precaution to see that it was killed.
Revolutionary Trade Unionism was broken on the
indomitable rocks of plutocratic power : the democratic
movement reverted to political action, determining, as
it were, on the use of the State to kill the State.   Equally
vain hope !    The world was not ready for democracy,
and public opinion was satisfied with the Utilitarian
liberty, a very different thing.    A purely rationalist
psychology like Owen's was bound to be sterile :   ' that
monster   Custom'   doth   possess   the   world,   and   an
attempt to reshape the world without any allowance for
instinct, tradition, and experience is the very fashion of
futility.    Burke's eagerness to subordinate politics to
history and to submerge the nascent idealism of man
beneath the incubus of his past, was no more short-
sighted than the eagerness of Godwin and of Owen to
liberate politics from history altogether.    There is a
cant of evolution and there is a cant of revolution ; the
task of social theory is to discover just how far the
spirit of man is determined by the past accidents of the
body individual and the body corporate, and how far
it is free to make a sudden spurt for Utopia.    The

